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I want to congratulate you on the DWS Convention celebrating the first anniversary
of the Workshop for Studies of Peter F. Drucker’s Management Philosophy. How much
Peter would have enjoyed attending! You have a wonderful program. It looks to the past
and to the future.

The study of management, as taught by Peter, is as relevant to the present society as
it was forty or fifty years ago; but it needs to be refreshed from time to time, or his name
will become “history,” an author whom you ought to have read in College, but you don’t
remember now why.

Our society changes so fast. Peter maintained that by and large there was enough
food in the world to feed everybody: the problem was that a faulty distribution system
kept the food away from those who needed it most. Today we face other scarcities that
cannot be solved by better distribution. World-wide we are running out of space, and
there is no substitute for space. I was in Brazil last Winter where 85% of the tropical rain
forest has been cut down to make room for housing the hugely growing population.

Similar developments can be seen in most countries today. At the same time we run
out of fossil fuel: inexpensive solar or wind power or hydraulic power may be developed
in the future; right now the process of converting such natural power into energy
requires far too large a quantity of fossil fuel to be practicable. So there will be scarcities,
and scarcities can be managed only by controlled allotment of what is available. People
don’t believe me when I tell them that they have to get used to ration cards for gasoline.
“Impossible!” I remind them that five years ago they would have said “impossible” if they
had been told that they must remove their shoes before boarding a plane in the US.
Scarcities create unrest and corruption, a threat to the civil society.

Peter taught management not as an end in itself but as a means to create organiza-
tions for building and supporting a civil society. I heartily welcome all efforts such as
yours, for keeping his ideas alive and to maintain the values which make life worth living.
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